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Q&A on Display Issue 
Situation:  After the close of Trainfest 2017 at about 5:15 p.m. Nov. 12, and during show strike, CBS58 in 
Milwaukee informed a Trainfest Committee member of an inappropriate scene included on the Lionel Railroad 
Club of SE Wisconsin layout.  

In answer to the reporter’s request for comment on the scene, the Committee member, Peter Lakatos, stated 
that “Trainfest organizers had not been made aware of the questionable scene until at that moment, and based 
on the content description provided by the station stated ‘This hobby is about fun and creativity and certainly 
not a place to make any sort of statement. This is a total unfortunate surprise and we will take it back to our 
committee.’”    

Since Trainfest prides itself on being a family-friendly event and is not – and never has been – a venue for social or 
political commentary, Trainfest organizing committee leadership released the following statement to CBS58 at 
about 8 p.m. Nov. 12, 2017:  

“We are deeply appalled on learning of the Lionel Railroad Club of SE Wisconsin’s choice to include absolutely 
inappropriate social commentary in their layout display.  Trainfest prides itself in being a family-friendly event 
and has never encountered a need in 46 years of staging the event to review the content of the layouts for 
social or political commentary. That policy will change and we will be implementing stronger reviews of the 
layouts on display to ensure this never happens again.” 

Link to the CBS58 10 p.m. coverage on Nov. 12 - https://cbs58.com/news/exclusive-racist-train-model-sparks-
change-in-policy-at-trainfest 
 
Q:  Has Trainfest received a formal apology from the Lionel Railroad Club of SE Wisconsin? 
A:  Yes. The Club has proactively offered an apology and taken responsibility for the issue. Their statement also 
indicates that measures are being implemented by the Club to ensure this never happens again.   
 
 
 

more 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jackie@mercuryww.com
https://cbs58.com/news/exclusive-racist-train-model-sparks-change-in-policy-at-trainfest
https://cbs58.com/news/exclusive-racist-train-model-sparks-change-in-policy-at-trainfest


Q&A  

Page 2 

 

 
 
Q:  Did Trainfest receive any complaints about this layout scene or any others on display? 
A:  No.  Until approached by the TV station after the close of the show, all volunteer Trainfest organizers had no 
knowledge of the scene depicted.   
 
Q:  Will Lionel Railroad Club of SE Wisconsin be at Trainfest 2018? 
A:  No.  Poor judgement and a lack of awareness have consequences.  As a result of the Lionel RR Club of SE WI 
irresponsibility, they will not be invited to display at Trainfest 2018. 
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Q:  How will Trainfest policy on display content change in the future? 
A:  A committee has been formed to ensure all displays do not depict any social, race, religious, gender or 
political commentary or inequality.  
The committee is drafting a policy and protocol to ensure Trainfest exhibitors always present appropriate subject 
matter in line with being a family-friendly event.   
 
Q:  Has Lionel LLC made a statement regarding the issue? 
A:  Yes. “The ‘Club’ in question is in no way associated with Lionel as we do not run, manage or engage with the 
club on any regular basis.  Lionel does not agree with or condone such a display.” 
 
Q: Will the policy and protocol change affect all exhibitors? 
A:  Yes.  There is no tolerance for any exhibitor to use the Trainfest venue to promote anything but a family-
friendly event filled with train fun, the opportunities to be inspired by the artistry of the modeling hobby, and to 
learn and appreciate the accomplishments of how trains shaped our world.  
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