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Trainfest 2014: The Largest Trainfest Ever  

November 2014 (Milwaukee WI) November 8th and 9th Trainfest filled the largest two buildings 

at the WI State Fair Park making the event the largest Trainfest ever. The expansion into the 

Wisconsin Products Pavilion building added 30,000 sq. ft. to the already huge show, which was 

enjoyed by 18,926 visitors (unofficial total). Filling the Expo center on both floors and the 

Trainfest Trolley Barn, renamed for the weekend, Trainfest 2014 was 230,000 sq. ft. full of 

everything Trains.   

“Each year new and returning visitors alike come to Trainfest, this year our focus was to make 

the hobby hands on and accessible to each visitor,” said Ken Jaglinski, Trainfest Chair. “And 

from the looks on the faces of the newly minted Trainfest Junior Engineers and Make ‘n Take 

participants, that goal was accomplished.” Trainfest 2014 marked the 43rd Trainfest, as well as 

many new features including the train rides; more than 6,000 Trainfest visitors rode the MLES 

train.  

Trainfest is a hobbyist destination with model railroaders from across the country, and around 

the world.  This year was no different; with the expanded clinic offering, modelers had 36 new 

clinics to participate in on the second level of the Expo center.  These clinics were presented by 

Trainfest manufacturers and master craftsmen.  

The ever increasing level of skill and layout detail represented annually at Trainfest truly 

illustrates how far the hobby and the Show have come over the years. The following awards 

were presented by the Trainfest Committee on Sunday afternoon. 

 Best of Show Layout – Presented to Dave Gehrke of the Milwaukee Light Engineering 

Society. 

 1st Place Layout – Peel County N' gineers N scale layout from Ontario, Canada. 

 Best of Show Module – Presented to Jim Allen of Bluff City Modular Engineers for his 

DC-9 gas station module. 

 1st Place Module – Presented to Brion Oakley of the BSB N Scale Model Railroaders for 

his warehouse module. 



 Best of Show Display – Presented to Jeff Springer of Custom Model Railroads from 

Baltimore, MD.  

 1st Place Display – Presented to David Karkowski for his educational Copper Country 

mining display. 

Trainfest is looking for new and interesting layouts and displays, as well as new manufacturers, 

cottage industries, and vendors for future shows. Those interested in exhibiting at Trainfest, 

please contact Ken Jaglinski at kenj@trainfest.com. 

Trainfest, an over 40 year tradition, is America’s largest operating model railroad show under 

one roof. The annual two-day public event attracts train hobbyists and families who come to 

see and learn more about the hobby of model railroading. Visitors experience nearly 70 

remarkable operating railroads from Z to G scale, over 100 manufacturers and hobby dealers, 

more than 10 historical groups, plus clinics, and on-site demonstrations. Trainfest, a non-profit 

organization, is sponsored by the Wisconsin Southeastern Division, Inc. of the National Model 

Railroad Association (NMRA). Trainfest 2015 will be November 14th and 15th, 2015. For more 

information, visit www.trainfest.com. 
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